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              Session Elders 

Marilyn Cook– Slated Clerk 

Betty Crawford– Worship 

Mark Creighton-Building & Grounds 

Christina Lipman– Finance 

Linda Zahn– Outreach & Nurture 

 

Reverend Pettit is here for your 

counsel. Please call  your secretary 

D.D. to schedule a phone call or in 

person meeting  



 

 

It is with great sadness that we see Shirlee Page leave as Helping Hands Food Pantry Presi-

dent.    She has served in many capacities for the Food Pantry for over 20 years.  Shirlee says  “It  

has been a pleasure to serve with each of you and each of the prior board members and the 

many, many volunteers over the years.   Helping Hands Food Pantry has been a passion for me 

as a compassionate mission in providing food for those in need. It has been a joy to be a part of 

it.”. 

It will be hard to find someone to walk in Shirlee’s  shoes.  Aside from the many countless hours 

volunteering at the Food Pantry Shirlee helped with every function of the Community Presby-

terian Church, as well as performing as liaison for the JELM ministry.  Whew....what a legacy!! 

The HHFP board of directors will carry on her wonderful work, and she will continue to volun-

teer.   All of their hard work has not gone unnoticed.  In appreciation of them and all of their vol-

unteers. a $1302.77 grant was received from the Coastal Bend Community Foundation in recog-

nition of Helping Hands Food Pantry impact in feeding those in need in our community. The 

grant will be used to cover fees of future orders to Coastal Bend Food Bank.   

  



 

 

 

BIBLE CORNER 

Promise of the Spirit 

 

Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the 
surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over 

the waters.  Genesis 1:2 

 

This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wis-
dom but in words taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual real-
ities with Spirit-taught words. 1  Corinthians 2:13 

 

10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast 
spirit within me. 11 Do not cast me from your presence or take 
your Holy Spirit from me. 12 Restore to me the joy of your sal-
vation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.  Psalm 51:10
-12 

 

“The Spirit of the LORD spoke through me; his word was on 
my tongue. 2 Samuel 23:2 

 

Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the 
kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. 6 
Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 
You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born 
again.’  8 The wind blows wherever it pleases.  You hear its 
sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is 
going.   So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”  John 3:5- 



 

 

Barbara Behrens 

There will be a memorial ser-

vice May 22nd at 2pm in the 

Pollock Sanctuary for our dear 

sister in Christ, Barbara.  A re-

ception will follow in the Art 

Center just across the field.  

104 N. Alister  St.    

I feel our congregation has so many positive 

and exciting things going in the life of our 

church.   We are so fortunate to have our 

building committee ( Mark Creighton, Veril 

Barr and Jim Wilson) who are making things 

happen such as our roof on the Sanctuary, 

the demolition of the JELM building and the 

hiring of an architect.   The coming together 

and worshiping in the Pollock Center has 

brought much joy to those participating. 

Proverbs 3:5 tells us  “Trust in the Lord with 

all your heart and lean not on your own un-

derstanding; in all your ways acknowledge 

Him, and He will make your paths straight.”  

Please make this your daily prayer for our 

elders as we face challenges now and in the 

future related to our church.  

God bless you!   

Linda Zahn 
Above mural is by Judy Cole, sadly it was destroyed with our beautiful church offices 

building, because the sheetrock that she painted it on was ruined. 

We have received the daily devotionals for 

this quarter, April, May and June here at 

the church office.  Come by anytime be-

tween 9am-2pm Mon-Fri to get yours. 

“Presbyterianism in a wide sense is the system of church govern-

ment by representative 

assemblies called presbyteries, in opposition to government by 

bishops (episcopal system), or 

by congregations (congregationalism). In its strict sense, Presbyter-

ianism is the name given to 

one of the groups of ecclesiastical bodies that represent the fea-

tures of Protestantism 

emphasized by French lawyer John Calvin (1509-1564), whose writ-

ings crystallized much of the 

Reformed thinking that came before him. The most important 

standards of orthodox 

Presbyterianism are the Westminster Confession of Faith and Cate-

chisms of 1647. The chief 

distinctive features set forth in the Westminster declarations of 

belief are Presbyterian church 

government, Calvinistic theology, and the absence of prescribed 

forms of worship. 

Presbyterians trace their history to the 16th century and the 

Protestant Reformation. “ Content 

from www.history.pcusa.org January 2021. 



 

 

Greetings good folks of Community Presbyterian Church of Port Aransas. Summer is near. 

The freeze of February has given way to warm breezes and tourists. Some of the plants in 

my yard that I was certain were dead have started to show the tiniest bit of new life. Every 

day I look with hope at the resilient green bursting forth.   Now they just need some time, 

water, and sunshine in order to, once again, become the beautiful creations they were 

meant to be. I’m so thankful that I didn’t just give up on them when all seemed bleak and 

brown. These little recovering plants are showing me the value of patience. And, to a cer-

tain degree, trust. In some places there are plants I didn’t know we had before; plants that 

had been overshadowed by the plants that had become overgrown and in need of prun-

ing. After all is said and done there is the potential this year for an even prettier, more 

varied landscape in the yard. 

Community Presbyterian Church has gone through its share of storms and changes and it 

may feel like you have been overly “pruned” at times. It probably seems almost miracu-

lous to some of you that you are once again worshiping in your own space. A new season 

has begun! You’ve returned and yet it is not the same as it was before. The Pollock Center 

is new and different. The JELM building is gone. The Sanctuary is being restored on the 

outside but there will be some new things inside, once all is said and done. And, you’ve 

had me interjected as a new voice; an outsider pushing you to think in new and maybe 

seemingly strange ways. This is a time of renewal and restoration. And transformation. 

All of which require patience, discernment, and a certain amount of change. No one readi-

ly chooses to change. 

Change brings us out of our comfort zone and requires a certain amount of surrender 

and trust. But, a willingness to let go of things that are no longer life giving and trust in 

what God is developing in and through us is what reveals to us that the church is so much 

more than any building could ever be. Your witness during this time of restoration is be-

ing the church. You are the church! 

The power that will foster this time of transformation will be an attitude of gratitude. Es-

pecially when this process of becomes messy and tiring. We have a ways to go yet before 

all will be finished and it would be easy to begin to lament for the way things used to be. 

We know from the witness of scripture that the Israelites, on the way to freedom and the 

promised land, were prone to fall back into old ways of thinking instead of trusting in 

God’s power for what is and what was to was to be. May we learn from them and lean in 

with trust and gratitude as we remember that God has always been there; leading, provid-

ing, and protecting. What God has begun, God will complete. May we have the courage 

and strength to rest in joy. One day at a time. Something new and wonderful is at hand! 

Something to chew on… 

Pastor Jane 

 



 

 

                                                                                      
Sundays 11am  Worship Service  

in the Pollock Fellowship Hall  

Tuesdays    10:00am –12:00pm   

Helping Hands Food Pantry  In the 
2nd portable building at 113 S. 
Alister   

Thursdays    3:30pm  Bible Study 

with Reverend Norman Stott in the 

Pollock Fellowship Hall  

Presbyterian Women meeting– 

Wednesday May 5th at 10am in the 

Pollock Center 

Saturdays    10:00am –12:00pm   

Helping Hands Food Pantry  In the 

2nd portable building at 113 S. 

Alister   

Community Presbyterian Church 

113 South Alister St. 

Port Aransas, TX 78373 

Upcoming Events: 

May 3   Collin Barr 

May 7   Kelly Owens 

May 7   Pete Hartje 

May 10   Claire Adams 

May 13   Deanne Sims 

May 15   Chrisie Lipman 

May 15   Mary Novak 

May 16   Ron Kirby 

May 18   Betty Turner 

May 23   Nancy Haskew  

May 29   Lisa Cravens 

June 5   Robin Clark 

June 8   Charm Kirby 

June 8   Nona Hendricks 

June 10   Charlie Zahn 

June 12   Kellie Owens 

June 18   D.D. Shields 

June 23   Doris Rump 

June 23   Jackie Gaskill 

June 26   Alan Fon 

June 26   Julie Gall 

June 29   Betty Schmidt 

Prayers & Concerns–  Vance Creighton, 

Kay Butler,  Arle Conrad,  The family of Lloyd 

Strohm, Julie Findley, The family of Barba-

ra Behrens,  Hollyn Cook, Ron Gosdin, 

Carrie Haskew, and also those that are in 

need of our prayers whose names are not 

listed here. 

D.D. has an approved vacation!!!  

What I need now is someone to 

water the Farley boats out on the 

streets .  Unless it rains like this 

week-end!!! 



 

 


